ON LOC

Y’ TAKES DRAP
TO NEW PLATFOR!




‘Scorched’:
Catastrophe
Crosses
platforms

A NEW TELEMOVIE DRAMATISES THE IMPACT OF THE WATER CRISIS AS
BUSHFIRES RAGE IN A SYDNEY SUMMER. THE SCENARIO OFFERS MORE
THAN ENOUGH DRAMA FOR SEVERAL SCREENS, PETER GALVIN REPORTS.

SCORCHED DERIVES ITS ‘DISASTER FILM" SCENARIO FROM WHAT IS A GROWING
growing global anxiety: the scarcity of water But producers Kylie du
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Fresne, Ellenor Cox and Marcus Gillezeau are all quick to point out that

“I think this is the first time producers have developed an on
project as part of the concept; explains Cox “It’'s a three-mont™
around experience, surrounding the movie” She says that peooie

while the project f
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|, cultural and even political significance, its
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already grown used to the custom of networks and producess 2o
multi-platform dimension to build an audience, but this as & o==
concept tends to be retroactive

£ 3 thriller, Scorched is set in the near future, in
fore Christmas. Bushfires ring the city and

CATASTROPHE AROUND THE CLOCK
Co-producer Gillezeau is producing and directing
feeds into Scorched The entire online project was su
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of water left [to service Sydney]
dds that the movie will not be didacic
where we follow the action from the point of view of a
journalist, a doctor and a fire fighter’ Scorched's
budgeted “at the high end of telemovie bu
is the first co-production from Goalpost Pictures and
Essential Media Entertainment for the Nine Network. \

The project began life as a faux “future doc”, which |
Gillezeau developed with Cox through their Firelight
production company. The premise remained the same
over the next four years but the treatment was
reworked significantly.

Scorched s using some 15 locations, including
Sydney's News Ltd offices, and a warehouse in
Blacktown in Sydney’s west, which is a re-creation of
the National Fire Service headquarters. “We were
lucky in that we found the country’s only private fire
fighting service on the Central Coast; Du Fresne says.
“They even found some land for us to burn!”

Perhaps for the first ime on an Australian project,

time there was
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Scorched

Synopsis: In the near future,
Sydney fries in a heatwave, fires
ring the city and water is scarce

Network: Nine
Writers: Tim Pye

Cross Platform Writers: Marcus
Gillezeau, Brad Hayward

Director: Tony Tilse

Producers: Kylie du Fresne,
Ellenor Cox, Producer/Director
Cross Platform: Marcus
Gillezeau

Executive Producers: Goa
Pictures, Essential Media
Entertainment, Nine

through the New South Wales Film and TV Office and ©
Film Commission, and developed through the Australian Sg
and Radio School's Lamp workshop. Called Cassie Has Dreams
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online drama comprises 23 x three-minueE =
that Gillezeau says are an expici

piece as well. Another © 00ES
timeframe of the movies nam=ie. ant anos
episodes form a sequel Thee &= a5
stories involving one of Scorcne
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movie the site will go Iive throush Te 5
environment and there will De amosl & 3
‘webisodes, as well as text Desed IRt
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Gillezeau. The lower-end camerss wes == ==

to the characters and he che
Gillezeau, Cox and their Firelight producng
spend one day-a-week replying to a
site is live. Gillezeau has even hired ‘It
Gaming (ARG) world, to ensure that the online e
are credible and authentic. “Were

consciously working with these

lurkers' so we can understand the “I think this is the
nt and to learn how not first time pl’OdUCGFS
have developed an online

nise the [notoriously
inding] ARG community! -
Gillezeau says that Scorched'is pl’O]eCt as part“Of
unique is that his online “thing” (as the COHCept-

the crew like to call it) has been
fully integrated into the telemovie's
production. “We've written the online drama in such a way as to utilise
both the sets and the schedule to our advantage) he explains. For
nstance, on the days where main cast are working half-days, they have
been captured by the online crew

In my mind | have approached this as one project and the
telemovie is the climax to the total story’
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